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BROWN OF KANSAS AND BROWN OF KENTUCKY ARE UNLIKE THE KENTUCKIAN IS NO QUITTER
;1

HE ASKS D1V0RG

suit sins, nov r. offctt feared
WAS BRC IT YESTERDAY.

SHE "ENT 5QERED HIS LIFE"

THUS UJtUS' ALLEGATION MADE IX
A ?Z E PETITION.

N i
r'

Her Altennt Snlclde Did Xot Deter
the Flllnjr of the Papers Mrs.

Offutt Hm Kcnrlr llccover- -
ed From the Poison's

Effects.

As a climax to the domestic troubles
which led to the attempt "of Mrs. Roy T.
Offutt of 2H7 Olive street, to commit sui-
cide Thursday evening, her husband hied
suit for a divorce In the circuit court yes-
terday. It was his preparations to bring
the suit that led to her attempt at sui-

cide.
In his petition Sir. Offutt makes a very

peculiar and unusual charge. He says
that they were married In Los Angeles,
CaL. April JO last and that they lived
together until August 21. He has always
treated her with kindness and affection,
he says, but she has been guilty of such
treatment as to endanger his life. What
he means by this he and his lawyers re-

fuse to divulge. The case will be tried at
the October term of court.

Mrs. Offutt's rash effort to end her life
caused her a severe but short Illness and
last night she; was almost completely recov-
ered. Her physician. Dr. W. F. Kuhn,
spent several hours with her yesterday,
not leaving her until she was completely
out of danger.

Mrs. Offutt was Mrs. Dolly Sheffield
when she met Offutt and had been di-

vorced from her husband. She had two
children by her former marriage, a boy
of S and a girl of 3. Offutt seems to have
made no objection to the children at the
time of his marriage, but later on they
were the cause of many disagreements.
The trouble began within a week after the
couple left Los Angeles for Kansas City
and with few Intermissions It has con-

tinued until the climax was reached yes-

terday.
At her home Mrs. Offutt said she was

driven to the attempt at suicide by the HI

treatment she had received. The charges
In her husband's proceedings for divorce,
she said, were untrue. She" said she had
been a faithful and loving wife.

Rov T. Offutt is the son of H. C. Offutt,
of the H. C. Offutt Live Stock Commis-
sion Company, at the stock yards. He Is
secretary of the firm.

TO GRADE EIGHTH STREET.

Great Changes May Be Mnde In Thor-
oughfares Near the Federal

Bnilding.
If measures that will be Introduced next

Monday night are adopted by the council
there will be some radical changes In the
topography of the streets In the vicinity of
the new custom house before next spring.
A similar attempt was made three years
ago, but failed owing to a lack of Interest
and not on account of any determined op-
position.

Alderman Brown Is now preparing reso-
lutions to change and the
grades on KIghth street from Grand ave-
nue to Oak," and on McGee from Seventh
to Ninth street. It was also contemplated
to try to change the grade on Ninth street
from Grand avenue to Oak. but this idea
has been abandoned and only the two first
named streets will be included in the reso-
lutions.

The grading on Eighth street will be in
the nature of a six and one-ha- lf foot cut
at McGee, and as ordinances have already
been passed for the grading of Seventh
street from Grand avenue to Oak street,
this would leave McGee street between
Seventh and Ninth up in the air, so it will
also be necessary to change the grade on
that part of that street.

When this Is done, and the grading of the
hill at the corner of Eleventh and McGee
Is, completed, that street will have about
tne same graae as urana avenue, running
to an apex at Ninth street, with a gradual
dereent on either bide, north and south.

There will be no difficulty in grading
Eighth street on account of the street car
tracks, as the franchise of the company
gives the city the right to change and re-

establish the grade on that street at any
time. The lower house of the council has
passed an ordinance for the paving of
Eighth street from Grand avenue to Mc-
Gee, and It is Intended to have the grade
changed before this paving Is begun.

DEATH OF W. J. FETTER.

""Veil Known Insurance Man Died at
M. Joicph'n Hospital A

Pioneer.
W. J. Fetter, 'who has been seriously

tick at St. Joseph's hospital for several
weeks, died at 3 o'clock this morning. Mr.
Fetter was secretary of the Kansas City
Underwriters' Association, and was well
known In this city.

Away back In the 'GO, when the Missis-
sippi and Missouri rivers were covered
with steamboats, W. J. Fetter was one of
the best known marine insurance men In
the West. He represented companies that
carried risks on millions of dollars worth
of steamboat property. When river trafflc
began to decrease Mr. Fetter went South,
where he was also engaged In the insur-
ance business, and in 1SS1 moved to St.
Joseph.

He came to Kansas City In 1SS2 and was
made secretary of the Kansas City Un-
derwriters' Association, which position he
has held ever since. His appointment to
this office, while made by the local asso-
ciation, was through tho influence of all
the companies aflillated with the associa-
tion. In 1S97 he was made state rater hv
the association. Mr. Fetter Is in his CSth
rear and has a wife and seven children,
all of whom are grown.

A SPANISH BULLFIGHT.

Trro Mexicans Seek to Make It a
Feature of the Carnival

AVccU.
C. 11. JCrown and Charles A. Meeker,

who claim Kansas City as their home,
but who for some timo have been residing
in Guyamas, Mexico, are stopping at the
Baltimore Yesterday afternoon these
gentlemen held a short conference with
Secretary Gray, of the Karnlval ICrewe
committee, with the expectation of hav-
ing him submit to the board the giving of
one of the famous Spanish bull tights hero
during Carnival week

It Is said that there has never been a
bull fight, with real Mexican matador In
bright and brilliant costumo charging on
an enraged bull, seen within the confines
of the United States. It was the intention
of the gentlemen to have an ordinance
passed by the council granting permission
to give such an exhibition. The proposition
was refused, but the reason was not given.

Messrs. Brown and Meeker are Inter-
ested In the Sonora Mining and Milling
Company, with headquarters In Guayamas.
The stockholders are Kansas City, St. Jo-
seph and Lafayette, Ind., parties.

HOTEL BALTIMORE, new. perfectly ap- -
pointed uou ure pruui wiuiout a aouu;,

SEIBERT NOT A CANDIDATE.

Says He Is for Dockery and That He
Will Not lie Excise Com-

missioner,
JEFFERSON CITY, Sept.

State Auditor Seibert, y, on being
asked whether or not lie would be a can-
didate for office In 1900. reulied most em
phatically that he would not. Said he: "I i

have frequently expressed my determina-
tion to retire from public life at tho con-
clusion of my official term, and I now
desire to emphasize that purpose by this
public reiteration."

"I see It stated that you are for Dockery
for governor, and that, in the event of his
election, you will be appointed excise com-
missioner of St. Louis. What havo you
to say on that subject?"

"I am glad to say that I am for Dockery
for governor, and equally pleased with the
opportunity to say that I will not be ap-
pointed excise commissioner. While I do
not care to decline by anticipation an ap-
pointment which has not been offered me,
I will dismiss the subject once for all by
saying that I am not only not an aspirant
for the place, but that I would not accept
the appointment, no matter by whom ten-
dered. My support of Mr. Dockery is not
based on the hope of personal preferment,
or the desire for private gain. My political
action Is Impelled by higher motives. I
only feel, as I have always felt, an earnest
and abiding concern for the welfare of my
party, and believe that his selection as its
standardbearer will best promote Its In-
terests and Insure its success. He is in
perfect accord with his party on every Is-
sue, and by wide experience has become
thoroughly equipped for the public serv-
ice. He is such an Invincible campaigner
as to make victory certain, and such a
level-heade- broad-gauge- conservative,
fair and earnest man that his administra-
tion as "chief executive would be memor-
able for its wisdom, It3 justice and its
economy."

RETURNING TO WASHINGTON.

President McKinley .anil Party Left
Canton Last Night on Their

Special Train.
CANTON, O., Sept. L To an accompani-

ment of enthusiastic cheers from the large
crowd that thronged the station platforms,
the special train bearing President and
Mrs. McKinley steamed out of Canton at 9
o'clock The president from the
rear platform bowed his acknowledgments
for the kindly demonstration. The train
goes direct to Washington over the
Pennsylvania lines and Is due to arrive at
1 p. m. Saturday.

Dr. Rlxey expressed his belief that Mrs.
McKinley Is steadily recovering from her
indisposition of a month or so, although
her state of health while here was such
that she could see but few people. While
in Pittsburg, she received such a shock
from the continuous firing of a cannon at
the side of the car as to give her a set-
back for the time being.

During the morning, the president left
tne Barber residence unattended and leUure-l- y

sauntered up and across Market street
to the McKinlev block. The door to one of
the offices in the block still bears the in-
scription, "William McKinley, Attorney-at-law- ."

He entered several of the offices and
met and chatted with the tenants of his
building and many other friends he
chanced to meet.

WASHINGTON, Sept L Word was re-
ceived to-d- from Canton that the pres-
idential party would arrive here at 1 p. m.

It Is expected the president
will leave again on Monday or Tuesday
next for Philadelphia to take part In the
Grand Army encampment

ARCHBISHOPJNTERVENES.
Appeals to French Premier In Behalf

of M. Guerln, the Anti-Semi- te

Agitator.
PARIS. Sept L Cardinal Richard, arch-

bishop of Paris, paid a visit y to the
premier, M. Waldeck-Roussea- u, on behalf
of M. Jules Guerln, the anti-Semi- agi-
tator, and his companions now besieged in
the headquarters of the anti-Semi- te league,
and urged a peaceful solution of the dif-
ficulty.

The premier, while expressing his sense
of the value that attached to the visit of
the cardinal on such an errand, said the
government must take counsel of Itself
alone in settling the present crisis. "We
have shown great patience." M. Waldeck-Roussea- u

declared, "but all those who re-
spect justice will hold that the law must
prevail."

Two professional beauties. Mile. Liane de
Pougy and Mile. Blanche D'Arvilly, made
an attempt to revlctual the "fortress." In
a stylish landau thev had concealed less
of mutton and other edibles beneath flow-
ers, and they pretended to be dying with
curiosity to see the Grand Occident, the
name by which the building Is known. The
police, however, were suspicious, especial-
ly with reference to a garland two vardslong, 'Which proved to hide a loaf of
bread. The dodge failed.

The police discovered and stopped a hole
in the cellar in the house adjacent,
through which food supplies had been con-
veyed to the beleaguered s.

SAMPSON TO BE RELIEVED.

He "Will Relinquish Command of
North Atlantic Squadron After

Dewey's Return.
WASHINGTON, Sept I. At the conclu-

sion of the Dewey celebration at New
York. Admiral Samnson will hn rpllov.fl
of' the command of the North Atlantic
squadron. This action is to be taken at
the request of the admiral, who has already
had much more than his portion of sea
service In his grade. After a short leave
of absence he will be assigned to shore
duty, probably In command of one of the
navy yards.

In considering the selection of Admiral
Sampson's successor as commander-in-chi- ef

of the North Atlantic station, thenavy department has practically narrowed
tho field dowirto two names. It has been
laid down as the policy to be followed that
the commands of fleets and stations shill
be reserved, wherever practicable, for the
nine rear admirals of tho first grade. Ithas been found that of these officers who
are not alreailv on sea service or about
to retire shortly, there are three names,
Rcmey, in command at Portsmouth; Far-nuha- r,

commandant at Norfolk, and
Schley, president of the retiring board.Farquhar has been longest on continuous
shore duty, and It Is indicated here that
oitiier ne or itemey is to succeed Sampson.

LAST "1812" VETERAN DEAD.

He "Wns Hiram Cronlc, of Ara, If. Y.
Four Revolutionary "Widows

Still Alive.
WASHINGTON. Sept L Although Hi-

ram Cronk, of Ava., N. Y aged 99, is
still carried on the pension rolls, press
dispatches recently announced his death.
He was not only the last surviving soldier
of the war of 1S12, but also the oldest
pensioner. He served forty days in the
fall of 1S14 in the New York militia. Of
tho four Revolutionary widows still draw-
ing pensions, the youngest Is Mrs. Mm- -

Snead, of Parksley, Va. As she is now S3
years old, sne was born in 1!16, or thirtv-thre- e

years after the treaty of neace with
Great Britain. Assuming that her hus-
band was 20 years old at the date of thtreaty, ho was 53 years old when his wife
was born, and It she was 17 at tho date
of their marriage he was 70.

Silver Service for the Marietta.
BOSTON, Sept I. Governor Bushnell, of

Ohio, in behalf of the citizens of Marietta,
presented a silver service to the gunboat
Marietta, at the Charlestown navy yard

y. Governor Bushnell was accom-
panied by a delegation of Marietta citi-
zens.

Shirts that Fit U, 13& to lt;. Harry B.
;woolf, tjuartcrsizQ tjjurtman, ilia Alain,

HIS SALARY HELD

ivAsnncnjr will draw no pay
FROM THE CITY.

CITY COUNSELOR SO ADVISES

COMPTROLLER LUXD WILL nEFTJSE
TO CERTIFY.

Still Another Complication in the
Election Commissioners' Squa-

bbleIt Will Probably Give
Rise to Fresh Court

Proceedings,

C. E. Washburn, Republican election
commissioner, will draw no money from
the city treasury until such time as the su-
preme court has decided whether he or
Joseph Harris Is entitled to the office. This
does not mean until October 11, when the
court will hear argument on the issuance
of a permanent writ of prohibition, but
until a decision has been reached in the
quo warranto proceedings that will be In-

stituted by the Republican city central
committee as soon as the present proceed-
ings end.

City Comptroller Hans Lund applied to
City Counselor Middlebrook yesterday for
advice on the subject and was given a
written opinion by the latter as to the ac-
tion he should take.

Mr. Middlebrook after reciting that part
of the Cardwell act which governs the
raise In salaries of two of the election
commissioners .and the two clerks, went
on to say that a controversy now existed
as to whether Mr. Washburn or Mr. Har-
ris was entitled to the office and until that
controversy was settled by the supreme
court It would be within his power and
duty to withhold payment of the salary of
the office to either of the claimants.

The Republican election commissioner
gets 12,500 a year, one-ha- lf of which is
paid by the city and one-ha- lf by the coun-
ty. On Monday next the council will pass
the regular monthly appropriation ordin-
ance which includes the Items of the sal-

aries of election commissioners and clerks.
This ordinance has to be certified to by
the comptroller before It is passed and
when referred to him he will refuse to cer-
tify to that part of It appropriating J1CS

to pay the city's half of the Republican
election commissioner's salary. The same
course will be pursued at each monthly
appropriation until the contest has been
ended by a final decision of the courts as
to who is legally entitled to the office.

It was at first proposed to withhold part
ofHhe salary of Commissioner Lipscomb
also, on the ground that the board had
not been legally reorganized and that in
consequence he was not entitled to the
raise from 900 to .2,500 a year authorized
by the Cardwell law, but later the con-

clusion was reached to confine all tests of
the law to Mr. Washburn. Under the new
law the board makes out Its own warrants
Instead of having them made out by the
city auditor, but, of course, can draw no
,money from the city treasurer when the
city comptroller refuses to certify to the
appropriation.

It is not expected Mr. Washburn will
wait until the contest started by the Re-
publican city central committee has termin-
ated but will at once begin other court
proceedings to compel the city to' pay him
his salary. Even if this is done appeals
and continuances are expected to delay
a final settlement for some time. It is also
a question as to whether or not the su-
preme court cannot at once be appealed to
for a second writ of prohibition, as was
done to prevent Judge Henry, of the circuit
court, from enjoining Mr. Washburn from
taking possession of the office. This sec-
ond writ may be asked for on the ground
that a refusal on the part of the comp-
troller to certify to the appropriation or-
dinance is in the nature of an interference
with Washburn's occupancy of the office
of Republican election commissioner.

The commissioners met yesterday for the
first time since the contest over tho office
began, bujt the only business transacted
was signing m pay roil.

GIVEN A CHRISTIAN BURIAL.

Rev. Mr. Evcrs Ofilclatcs at the Fun-
eral of .1. F. Lcnth Why Mr.

Schwartz Refused.
The body of J. F. Leuth, who died

Wednesday at his home, 1910 Locust street,
was burled In Elmwood cemetery yester-
day. The Rev. Mr. V. C. Evers, pastor
of the Arlington Methodist church, corner
of Seventeenth and Prospect avenue, of-

fered his kindly services to the bereave!
widow, which were accepted. The serv-
ices were conducted at the family home.
The Woodmen of the World carried out
the lodge ritual at the grave.

Rev. Mr. Schwartz, who had been the
pastor of the late Mr. Leuth for the past
ten years and who refused to "render his
services because he was a member of a
secret order, made some remarkable state-
ments yesterday. He said: "These lodges
are not Christian, nor are they comnosed
of Christian men. although some of the
members may be religious. The prayers
and services which they conduct are really
sacrilegious.

"My church forbids any member to be-
long to a secret order and any member
who joins may know what to expect The
German-Luthera- n church Is by no means
the only church which prohibits Its mem-
bers from joining secret orders. Altogeth-
er there are seventeen, among them being
the Friends. Weslevan Methodists, Catho-
lics. Mennonites. Reformed Presbyterians
and Plymouth Presbyterians."

FINAL LABOR DAY PLANS.

They "Will Re Formed at the Last
Meeting: of the Committee at

Headquarters To-nig-

The final meeting of the Labor day com-

mittee will be held ht at Labor head-
quarters for the purpose of completing
preparations for the parade Monday. The
present indications are that there will be
more than the usual observation of labor's
annual holiday and a general closing down
of many classes of business, so that the
turnout for the parade will be one of the
largest ever seen in the city.

Most of the big implement houses In the
West bottoms have decided to close down.
There will also be a general closing up of
the freight houses. Other large concerns
have announced their intention of closing.

Building operations will practically cease,
for almost every union carpenter, brick-
layer. Iron worker and mason In the city
will march, and even If contractors want-
ed to go on with their work there will be
no one to do it In addition many of the
local unions have arranged for picnics
that will attract an wno uo not care to
appear In tne paraae.

Heavy Rnlns in Porto Rico.
PONCE, PORTO RICO. Sept t Heavy

rains have caused an unusual freshet and
the people, frightened on account of the
recent hurricane, are leaving their houses
and are being quartered in tho public
buildings. The soldiers, police and firemen
work all night The fords are Impassible,
but no further Eerlous damage his been
done.

Larcre south rooms at the WELLING- -
l TON, 9th & Brdwy, Amer. Rates $1.50 up.

FEVER AT NEW ORLEANS.

One Death From the Annnnl Scourge
Yesterday anil Tito Other

Cases.
AUSTIN, TEX,, Sept. l.-- The state health

department received information
of one death from yellow fever at New
Orleans this afternoon. States Health Of-

ficer Blunt at once ordered a rigid quaran-
tine against New Orleans on passenger
and freight business, to continue indefinite-
ly, and all border stations were notified to
refuse admission to any person or freight
from that port.

MOBILE, ALA., Sept. 1. Owing to one
death by yellow fever In New Orleans and
two other cases declared there, Mobile city
authorities proclaimed a strict
quarantine against New Orleans. The
night train from New Orleans was pro-

hibited from discharging New Orleans pas-

sengers here. A detention camp will be
established Quarantine is also
proclaimed against Key West

INDIANAPOLIS, IND., Sept 1. The
state board of health has received a report
of the death of a man at Vlncennes from
yellow fever. The man had lately re-

turned from Cuba, and when he reached
New York was permitted to come on to
this state. The doctors pronounced the
case yellow fever, the patient having all
the symptoms even to turning yellow and
having the black vomit His name was
not given.

LEE FAVORS JNDEPENDENCE.
Makes a Report Recommending a

President, Vice President and
Congress for Cuba,

WASHINGTON. Sept L General Fitz-hug- h

Lee has made an elaborate report
on prevailing conditions in the territory
In Cuba under his Jurisdiction, and takes
strong ground for an Independent govern-
ment for the Cubans under an American
protectorate.

He recommends an Independent republic-
an government, with a president, a vice
president and a congress. He would have
this established soon and advises the hold-
ing of a general election for the selection
of those officers. He says nothing about
a constitution, leaving it to be inferred
that he either overlooked that step or
would have It left to the Cuban congress
to provide after its installation In office.
In this connection he lays stress upon the
need of a system of jurisprudence suit-
able for an independent government, and
so guarded as to secure justice to the
people.

General Lee evidently foresees that,
while the United States might provide
Cuba with a model system of government,
the natives would be likely to spoil It in
the administration, and has submitted sug-
gestions for keeping the government ma-
chinery running along lines that commend
themselves to the American mind. He says
the United States should keep a strict su-
pervision over Cuba until its republican
government Is completed and firmly estab-
lished.

Even after relieving the Cubans in part
of American protection, he would have
United States troops maintained In the isl-
and to protect Americans and other aliens
In the enjoyment of their personal and
property rights.

looks much l.ke;,;murder.
Arsenic Found In Stomach of an 'Old

Man Who Died nt Jeffer-
son City.

JEFFERSON CITY. MO., Sept
Yesterday Matthew K. Cope, an

old man, died in this city after a brief ill-

ness and without medical attention. He
was a well known character and to-d-

suspicion was so aroused by the peculiar
conditions and circumstances that the cor-
oner took charge of the bodv. The coroner.
assisted by Dr. R. E. Clark, made a post
mortem examination. They found enough
arsenic In the old man's stomach to kill
ten men. The coroner's Inquest has not
yet been concluded, but there is no doubt
that Clark H. Dickerson and Mrs. Rosa
Cook will be held on a charge of poison-
ing the old man. They are In no way re-
lated to him, but the woman had been
caring for Cope latelj'. and In return for
this It Is understood that Cope had deeded
her some property. Dickerson and the
Cook woman are brother and sister. The
property consists of two small houses. The
deed was made to take effect after Cope's
death.

The woman is weak minded. Cope was
tho father of Andrew Cope, a well known
Missouri Pacific passenger engineer.

KICKED HIS SISTER "TO DEATH.

Half breed Indian Commits Mur-

der to Prevent nn Objection-
able Wcddlnc-- .

COFFEYVILLE. KAS.. Sept. 1. Joseph
Martin kicked his sister to
death yesterday at the Martin farm on
Big Creek. In the Indian Territory, twenty
miles southeast of this city. Martin is
a half-bree- d Indian, and became enraged
at his sister because she was engaged to
a fellow named Albert Ball. The murder
occurred about 6 o'clock and Martin im-
mediately lied and is still at large. There
is talk of lynching him when he Is cap-
tured. Martin Is about 26 years old, and
Ball about 21. The wedding of Ball to
the Martin girl was to occur this week.
The Martin family is quite prominent
and wealthy.

ILLINOIS BANDIT SHOT.

Train Crew Resisted nn Attempt at
Robbery at Lincoln Last

Msrht.
SPRINGFIELD, ILL., Sept. 1. Word

was received here late to the ef-

fect that a Peoria. Decatur & Evansville
train had been held up by robbers at Lin-
coln, thirty-flv-e miles north of this city.

The robbers boarded the night passen-
ger train when It stopped for coal at a
mine near the city.

Resistance was made by the train crew,
and one robber was killed. Further de-
tails of the affair are not now obtainable.

Died Under Suspicious Circumstances.
TRENTON, MO., Sept. 1. (Special.) Mrs.

James McCracken, daughter of Judge Mc-
cracken, died suddenly this morning at
Gait under suppicious circumstances,
which coroner and officials arc investigat-
ing.

Incompetent Ofllclals Dropped.
BERLIN, Sept. 1. The Berliner Corre-sponde- nz

says the Prussian government
has temporarily suspended and placed on
half pay a number of political and admin-
istrative officials on the ground that, under
the present circumstances, they "do not
adequately meet the high requirements de-
manded In the Interest of public service."

Captain Taussig Relieved.
WASHINGTON, Sept D.

Taussig has been relieved of command of
the gunboat Bennington by orders of Ad-
miral Watson, and ordered home from
Manila. He is said to have differed with
the admiral as to the management of the
fleet, and his criticisms led to the action
above noted.

BRIEF BITS OF XEWS.

Tho postofflce at Kemp, Pettis county.
Mo., will be discontinued; mail to New-lan- d.

Rural free delivery service will be es-

tablished at Washburn college, Topeka, on
September 5. William R. Comstock is ap-
pointed the regular carrier and William
M. Jacks substitute. The following postof-fice- s

will be discontinued because of this
service: Seabrook. Qulnton heights, Wana-mak- er

and "Whitefleld.

FIRE AT BOUTS

One of Kansas City's Great Packing
Plants Is Threatened With

Complete Destruction.

"l TW'l"' ' 'f. iHlll '' l"
' rS.

Fire Was Discovered at 12:45 This
Morning, and at 3 o'clock Was

Not Yet Under Control.

WATER PRESSURE IS WEAK

Originated in Fertilizing Department
Explosion Aids in Spreading the
Fire Two Firemen in Peril.""""

Dold's packing plant burned almost to

the ground last night
The fire started at 12:45 o'clock In the

fertilizing department on the northwest

side of the plant When discovered the

flames were burning fiercely and within

a few minutes they had spread to the
lard department. Here, fed by the tons

of grease and fatty matter, they defied all

efforts at extinction, and leapt and roared

and hiss6d and devoured everything with-

in reach. A general alarm had not been
sounded more than three minutes before
the whole western horizon was lit up with

a golden glow. Every fire engine and fire

crew in the city went rolling and thunder-

ing and clanging to the rescue and the
whistles in tho bottoms joined In the gen-

eral clamor.
Within twenty minutes the firemen were

on the scene and water was pouring upon

the blazing mass in a score of heavy

streams. The pressure seemed to be weak,

however, and although the engines pumped

desperately, the streams fell short of the
mark. Soon firemen had clambered to the
tops of surrounding buildings, not yet
ablaze, and were pouring the streams down
into the molten furnace from above.

The Dold packing plant Is In the shape

of a huge letter H. It was the northwest
limb of the H In which the lire had start-

ed. By 2 o'clock, although burning fiercely
ail the time, the flames had been confined
to this portion of the plant At 2 o'clock
it was seen that the eight engines in the
engine rooms were entirely destroyed and
the lire was rapidly nearing tho tremen-

dous oil tanks, with their combustible con-

tents. A terrific explosion was momentar-
ily expected.

It came.
Sufferlnc- - of Cattle.

A huge tank of ammonia was reached
and near it a giant hogshead of oil.

A moment the great tank fried and
sizzled In the writhing flames and sud-

denly, with a report like a battery of ar-

tillery. It exploded, carrying into the air
a great part of the roof of tho plant The
great, excited crowd that had gathered
to watch the progress of the fire swayed
back from the building and it was re-

ported that two of the firemen had top-

pled from the roof into the seething flames.
Two firemen had suddenly disappeared
from the roof, at least, and nobody knew
what had become of them.

1'roKrcsK of the Flames,
As the lire progressed the firemen were

in momentary expectation of explosions of
oleo oil tanks which stood on flimsy scaf-

folding of charred woodwork, the walls
having fallen away from them, leaving
them fully exposed te the flames, which
beat about their bases like waves of an
angry sea. On these tanks several streams
of water were kept playing, and this ma-

terially reduced the number of streams at
critical points, where the fire was reaching
out after wooden runways and loading
platforms.

In the early stage of the fire It was seen
that the northern part of the big west
wing could not be saved and
efforts were directed to keep the flames
from setting tire to tho other parts of the
plant

From the nature of the conflagration and

the material burning, the heat was almost
unbearable within 100 feet of the burning
part of the building.

Thick, white smoke, heavy with a most
repulsive odor, rolled northward from the
burning building, leaving a train of sparks
for a quarter of a mile towards the Kaw
river. The plant, fortunately. Is situated
near the river, without any Intervening
buildings, or these would surely have gone.
As it was, the cars on tracks fully SCO feet
from the Are caught and fences, shanties
and small buildings generally to the north
of the plant were burned.

Other Building- in Danger.
The plant of the Kansas City Ice and

Cold Storage Company, consisting of sev-

eral large wooden and brick buildings, was
in momentary danger of catching fire and
had the wind turned a single point to the
eastward this plant would have been
doomed.

Hundreds of men employed by the Dold
Company were about the plant, willing
and anxious to render any possible assist-
ance, but beyond the removal of office fix-

tures and records, they could do little.
They stood helplessly by while the big
plant burned and on every side were heard
only words of sorrow and sympathy.

Police Quell the Crovrds.
The plant was surrounded on all sides

by a high picket fence and policemen
stood guard at the three big gates allowing

none but firemen, newspaper men and
others who had business within the fire
limits to pass.

On all sides thousands of people were
packed, In some measure rendering the
manipulation of the fire hose difficult.

After the first general alarm hose carts
and engines arrived rapidly until depart-

ments 1, 2, 3, i, 5, b 7, S, 9, 10, 11. H and
35 and insurance patrols 1 and 2 and two
insurance supply wagons were on the
scene within half an hour after the dis-

covery of the fire. Thirteen lines of hose
were turned on the buildings, docks and
burning freight cars, and every foot of
extra hose was pressed Into service to
splice out engine lines, which In some In-

stances reached three blocks.

Cars Are Destroj ed.
About a dozen fresh meat cars were in

the loading dock between the Immense
buildings and, although switch engines

were at the disposal of the company to
kick them out, the lines of hose crossed
and rccrossed the tracks, completely shut-
ting them In.

A lubricating oil tank car was close up
to the burning fertilizing building and a
stream of water was kept playing on It
The crowd of those inside of the fenced
inclosure was distributed over the roofs of
the smaller buildings, on tops of cars and
on overhead runways.

As close as they could get for the heat
they crowded towards the burning build-
ings. As the people were crowding more
closely someone shouted:

"Look out for that big tank. It Is likely
to explode."

Immediately there was a panic among
the onlookers and much scrambling down
ladders, between cars,' under dripping
tanks and over slippery floors. No sooner
had the crowd managed to get well back
before one of the eleven big ammonia
tanks exploded, throwing a volcanic shower

I smoke, black and thick, sparks and.

burning debris and below great flames shot
upward half a hundred feet

Effects of Explosion.

The explosion carried away a portion of
an east wall and the combined roar sound-

ed like explosions of cannon in quick suc-

cession, f
The black smoke gave way to the s!cK-enin-

yellow fumes that come from tha
burning meats and oils.

Effort to save any part of the fertiliz-
ing, engine, oil, lard and hog killing rooms
was now abandoned, and the firemen
turned their attention to keeping tho
flames from the coalers, which were Im-

mediately south of the first set of rooms
and separated as before stated by a two
foot wall. This wall was pierced in many
places by holes for truck alleys, belting,
shafting and ammonia cooling pipes, and
they made It difficult to protect it Had
this wall been Intact the flames might
have been easily combatted. The firemen
had occupied the roof of this building aa
a vantage point from which to light tho
flames In the adjoining building.

Saving? the Rooks.
At 3 o'clock the flames had reached tha

beef cooler. There were 500 beeves dressed
and hanging there ready for shipment, be-

sides hundreds of sheep and hogs.
The packing plant has a tremendous ca-

pacity, and has been handling about the
following amounts dally: Beeves. COO; hogs,
2,000; sheep. 3.000.

Momentarily the flames spread farther
toward the Interior of the building. Tho
streams of water poured upon them
seemed to be licked up and evaporated
like the puny streams from a flower pot
The firemen went right up to the molten
mass and worked like demons. In heat that
was Insufferable at a distance of many
feet But all their efforts still seemed to
be of no avail.

In beef room No. 4 were all the valuable
books and records of the company. When
the fire reached beef room No. 2 adjoining
it an entrance Into No. 4 was made and-som- e

of the books were carried out
By this time young Mr. Jacob Dold had

arrived on the scene and dashed about
frantically.' His men and employes soon
gathered about him and he issued orders
rapidly, sending groups of men now hern
and now there.

Suffering of Cattle.
A herd of live cattle were penned up

within reach of the terrific heat and were
rushing around In their pens in a pitiful
way. Happening to think of these. Mr.
Dold ordered a detachment of his men to
go and release them.

A3 It happened, J. C Dold was absent la
Canada, and Charles Dold was at Fair-mou- nt

park.
"Word was got to him bytelephone and

he reached the fire soon after Z o'clock-Charl- es

Dold Talks.
Charles J. Dold, the only member of the

firm, who is no out of town, was at Fair-mou- nt

park when he first heard of tha
fire. The cars had stopped two hours be-

fore and Mr. Dold drove all tho way from
the park In less than an hour. Mr. Dold
reached the fire completely exhausted and
hastened through tho portions of the plant
that were not on fire.

"I have no Idea what the loss will be."
said Mr. Dold. "I have been unable to
estimate our loss, but it seems to mo
that from present indications we cannot
save much.

"When do you expect to be able to re-

open?" was asked.
"It will be some months, as our engines

are entirely destroyed."
J. G. Towney, the general manger of

the plant that we expect to save."" said
first alarm.

"The warehouses are the only portions ot
the building that wo expect to. save," said
Mr. Towney at 2 a. m.

"We cannot estimate the loss until tha
books can be examined, but at present tha
outlook Is most discouraging. We cannot
reopen until new machinery is Installed."

Defective "Water Supply.
The water supply came from a small

eight-Inc- h main on Ninth street and when,
four engines were attached the pressura
was inadequate. Several cmployes-- of tha
water department were at the fire, but they
were not authorized to Issue orders to tha
pumping stations. The employes who wero
on the scene looked In vain for Superin-

tendent Longwell, but he could not ba
found. The standplpes that were the prop-
erty ot tho company, could not be used
and the two large water towers were not
called upon.

Stables nf the Plant.
The stables of the Dold company wers

located on the cast side, near the main
offices and wholesale market They were
of frame and contained seventy-fiv- e head
of horses, which were taken out and fed
to fences and posts for several blocks.
The Kansas City Ice and Cold Storage
Company also had a number of horses
which were saved. Two hundred and fifty
head of cattle were driven out of pen3 near
the burning part of the building.

The firemen were In charge of First As-

sistant Ed Trlckett, who had with him
Lon Hale and Alex Henderson. Chief Halo
was out of town. At first there appeared
to be some confusion In disposing of

but a sstematlc campaign was
soon planned and the streams were placed
to make the fighting more effective.

Three lines of hose were run Into tha
cold storage plant to cool tne wall on tho
north. Effective work there was soon ren-
dered Impossible by the exploding am-

monia pipes and the work In that direc-
tion had to be abandoned.

Some XnrroTT Escnpes,
Several narrow escapes, both by firemen

and spectators, occurred.
Robert Piper, superintendent of the plant

and J. J. Gurry, In the Ice department,
were In the cooler next to the burning:
section of the building. Gurry stopped to
pick up a wrench, and as he did so Piper
'passed In front ot him, and the two men
passed down a narrow passage about ten
feet apart When they were near the cen-

ter of the building In perfect darkness an
ammonia tank and coll exploded between
the two men, wrecking the passage, but
neither man was Injured. Piper was q
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